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Brief History
» Delhi Durga Puja Charitable & Cultural Samiti (DDPS), popularly

known as the Kashmere Gate Puja.
» Started in 1910, it has celebrated its Centenary during 2009.
» Celebrating 113%™ year of Durga Puja this year.
» After being held in various locations viz, Roshanpura Kali Mandir,

Laxminarayan Dharamshala in Fatehpuri, Delhi Polytechnique

Kashmere Gate, it finally settled in Bengali School
Alipur Road, which itself is a century old institution =%

in the year 1968.
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Brief History
»The oldest puja of Delhi is celebrated with full traditional gaiety and

rich cultural fervour and is considered to be a heritage puja of Delhi.

»1t is a must for every Bengali to visit this puja irrespective of distance

to be covered.

»Its is a popular belief that one needed to be seen in this pandal for its

nostalgic, prestigious and traditional importance.
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Famous Visits:

There

are many famous personalities who visited this Durga Puja. However, the most prominent among them are:

Netaji Subhas Smt Indira Gandhi, Dr Nirad C Chaudhuri Smt Sheila Dixit
Chandra Bose (1935) then Hon’ble Prime (Famous Author, Sahitya (2009), then Hon’ble
Minister of India (1969) Akademi Awardee, Chief Minister of
offered Ashtami Puja Duff Cooper Memorial Delhi offered Puja
Awardee) also happened and had a glimpse of
to visit our Durga Puja our “Sandhya Aarti”

quite frequently
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Centenary Celebration 2009
— Glimpses
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Prasad & Bhog / Bhandara

»Prasad and Bhog are distributed
to all the devotees.

»Huge gathering of 6000-7000 visitors
from all sphere of society throng the Pandal
during distribution of Bhog.

»To have Bhog during these three days
of Puja is must for every Bengali.

»The distribution is done in a very simple
but in a unique way. One has to visit to

get on-hand experience.
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Footfalls

» The 113 year old Kashmere Gate Puja is the most popular puja
of Delhi because of its traditional fervour.

» More than one lac visitors visit the pandal during puja days.

» Most strategically located venue between old secretariat and prestigious
IP College, is also surrounded by famous residential area like Northend Road,

Flag Staff road, Rajpur road, Shriram road etc.

» It provided huge opportunity for the Advertisers/ Sponsers to showcase /
display their products/ services.

» The opportunity can be provided in following ways :

¢ Main Gate Sponsorship;

% Publicity Octonorm Stalls;

% Publicity Banners;

% Side panels near stage;

% Stage Background Banners;

% Sponsorship of Cultural Programmes;

% Other Sponsors, Advertisers, Donors etc.
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Some of the Sponsors who have contributed and have continued patronage
over a period of time to help us to continue this heritage and most popular
puja, the list includes the following:

DS GROUP siestsfteft
Bl Microsoft qp
AIRCEL oNnGC
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Cultural Extravaganza

» Various renowned artist from Bengal and Delhi performed during these three days.
» We provide great platform where the artists showcase their talent.

»The cultural extravaganza includes Classical Music and dances of various form, Rabindra Sangeet, Bengali folk music,
Band, Ballet, Mime Show and Modern Song, Magic shows are performed.

»Prominent artists visited are :

¢ Uday Shankar & Group (Ballet);

¢ Shovana Narayan& Group (Kathak);

» Dwijen Mukherjee (Rabindra sangeet);

¢ Sagar Sen (Rabindra sangeet);

% Jogesh Dutta (Mime);

¢ Birendra Krishna Bhadra (of Mahalaya fame);
¢ Krishna Chattapadhyay (Dwijendrageeti songs);
+¢ Dhiren Basu;

% Manoj Mitra (Theatre Stalwart);

¢+ Shreya GuhaThakurta (Rabindrasangeet);
s Justin McCarthy (Bharatnatyam);

% Lopamudra Mitra (Modern Songs);

¢ Purnadas Baul (Baul Songs);

¢ Amar Pal (Bengali Folk);

D)
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Information about
our website, Contact etc.

The official / correspondence
address of our Puja Samiti is:

Delhi Durga Puja Charitable & Cultural Samiti
316, Main Bazar Road

(Near Robin Cinema)

Subzi Mandi, Delhi — 110 007

Ph : 011-2385 4058

E-Mail: ddpskg@ gmail.com

Website: www.ddpskgate.org
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Media coverage of our Puja:

- Delhi puja turns 100 this year

Special arrangements made for five-day festival

which home-cooked di ‘

Tae ASIAN AGE

September 10,2009

IEETAFEN] Dipayan Mazumdar
How Delhi’s oldest Durga Puja
got started at Kas

i perfomet by v

hmere Gate
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Urvashi Sarkar &
® Attire of the Goddess to be made of reed  jcacies are sold to 1l | G
NEW DELHE To ¢ - public is also expected
orate its hundredth year ~ © “Ananda Mela" expected to » a big draw be a big draw. el
of Durga Puja celebra- He outlined the loi - iR
tions in the Capital, the history of the pujas org —
Delhi Durga Puja Samiti whichis traditicnallyone avoide ." said Mr. Sen, nised by the Samiti sin % S
has made special arran- piece, has been retained. adding “Stalls will be en-  1909. The periodic stru 5 -
gements for the five-day The size or h:ight too coura; :¢ to sell cultural gle to find a place to ho | s e ot
festival beginning Sep- cannot be changsd be- items uch as books and the celebrations result e ’f 4 = e T
tember 23. cause of logistic cifficul- CDs.” in a change of venue ¢ b AR . s
“Since it is the centen- ties. The attite of the In : idition to the reg- ery few years. The Sam £ - 2 e e i sy T o 1 e e
ary of the Kashmere Gate Goddess will b2 made of ular * injali”, “bhog” and found a permanent pla 2. — )
puja, which is one of the reed which is close to “aart/, plays, music and on the grounds of tl ARl
oldest pujas in Delhi, it Egyptianpapyrusandisa classi nl dance perfor- Bengali Boys’HigherSe A mmDRED
will be unique,” said Sam-  bio-degradable materi- manc s will also be held. ondary School in 19 -
iti president Kamalesh- al" he added. *Anot’ ur attraction will where the puja celebr - ) 2
war Sen at a press Mr. Sen said the puja be tI : Dhunuchi dance tions have been he ‘
conference here on pandaal would be de- whic' is performed in since, The nature of cel
Thursday. signed along the lines of front of the Goddess brations was also dete
Mr. Sen said certain places of worshin in the while holding containers mined by external even 5 L
;n features seen at previous houses of zamindars in emit ng smoke and suchasthe shiftingoftl 4
Durga Puja celebrations the Kolkata of okl heap ¢ with charcoal, British raj capital to D¢ pujatime ' o
would be retained in this ~ “Though we @e notin  husk of coconut and in- hi, the Partition a st S R
year’s puja as well. “The favour of commercialisa- cens Prime Minister Indi Aol E e
structure of the idol, tionofpujas,itcannotbe  T! i "Ananda Mela” in Gandhi’s assassination. Durga Puja wil : MK BookgBOIAOR
celebrate its St >
centenary with G S )
the beginning S sty s -
of festivities R . .
- later this week ot i e
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* 'NEW DELHL, 23 SEPT: Dur-

ga Puj festivities in the Capi-
il take on a special hue this

year as the Kashmere Gate *

Plja organised by Delhi Dur-
ga Pujp Samiti (DDPS) cele-
brates its centenary.

On this momentous occa-
sion, the DDPS has decided ©
celebrate the Puja in the tradi-
tional manner, but in keeping
avith environmental concerns,

tmthe organisers have incorpora-
“sted some ‘green’ elements The
liPratima (idol) has been built
£ with fast-dissolving khari mati
** (dissolving clay) and the [low-
‘T'fus that will used on all the Pu-
""" ja days will be handed over to
48 NOO. 40 be recycled into
_ibrganic colours. i

- 11 DDPS vice-president Dipay-

~

CULTURAL
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Preparations are in full swing at Kashmere Gate pandal
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The Statesman
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‘Bharat Seva Ashram will b

4an Mazumdar said, “We star-
ted organising Durga Puja
1.8ince 1909 and this year we are
wocompleting 100 years. This
Thime we have decided to cele-

Ibrate in a more traditional
% tanner. For that we are start-
#5hg our Puja with a Mahaya-

gna that all the Maharaj of

9

“This time the height of the
idols of all the five deities ~
Durga, Lakshmi, Saraswati,
Anesh and Kartik ~ will be 19
feet and bledyes are be-

ST
zumdar. e o

DDPS secretary Himang-
shu Bose said, “Our Durga Pu-
j 5 part of the heritage of
Delhi. It was started in 1910 in a
small Kalibari in Old Delhi’s
Rast Most of the or-

y
ing used. Our budget is Rs 20
lakh. Before immersion the or-
naments of all the deities will
be removed,” added Mr Ma-

e

ganising committes members
are from a heritage institution,
Bengali Club, which i also
more th? 100 years old*

i 5

itor, said, “Kashmere Gate Pu-
J has its own ethnicity. 1 at-
tend this Durga Puj every
year despite the fact that [ live
in south Delhi where there are

FBHUBANESWAR

A+ Poulomi Nag 2 reizulalt vis-+

¥

have designed a special corr-
dor, Thakur Dalan, %0 feet
long which is inside the pandal
adjpcent to the Pratima (idol)
Many have witnessed this
unigue feature in films lea-
turing the old Raj Baris of
Kolkata”.

The organisers are focusing
on cultural programmes that
are to be held 'every evening

. on all four days of the Pup.

Rock bandsand big stars from
Kolkata, generally popular im-
ports during the Pujas in Del-
hi, have been given a mis
However, singers Shivaji Chat-
topadhyay and -Arundhuti
Hom, actors Ksharaj Mukher-
¢ and-Manoj Mitra, a Ban-

« gladeshi troupe and a play by

Chena Mukh: (Known Face),

“tmeof Dellis« oldest, theatie

groups, are part of the cultural
fine-up for the Puj festivities

Mr Bose said, *The centena-
ry celebrations will bring back
old mentories with the staging

many pups The litional
programme of this Puj is
very amazing @nd they also
serve the best 5

Mr Mazumdar said, “'We

of  a play ‘Bhushondi
cy' by members of the Benga-
li Club. There are two other
plays, one by the ladics and the
other by chikln:n; 7

LC 10+4+4 Rs3

a reaches milestone

dath- -
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FESTIVAL Delhi Dur
oldest Durga puja, is a

Jatin Anand
= jatin anand@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE ly the Capital's
oldest Bengali association,

i Club's Delhi j
Samiti located at Kashmere
Gate celebrates its centenary
this year.

"Established in 1910, the club
has strived to maintain the
ethos of Bengali culture down
the ages,” said Kamaleshwar
Sen (78), the club's president.

“A manifestation of this has
been the Kashmere Gate Puja
which the club has been organ-
ising since 1909."

Associated  with  the
Kashmere Gate Durga Puja for
more than 60 years himself, Sen

=
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Cinema . Fashion . Food

- Roots run deep
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HINDUSTAN TIMES, NE'V DELHI
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019

Bangla beat in the heart of Delhi
thumps to a century this year

Established in 1310,
the club has strived to
maintain the ethos of
Bengali cultue
down the ages.

KAMALESHWAR SEN
President, Bengall (hub

announced the centerary edi-
tion of the Delhi Durgs Pyjaon

Thursday.

"The five-day festival begins
September 23 onwards and will
draw participants from al. over
the Capital as well as from dif-
ferent generations,” he seid.

The programme will see a

vJ
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proces
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sion

“The |

prayer)
be the

We will w

good ol
traditio
in trad

icn of more than 300
ded onto trucks with
s and traditional dhak
"thehm) p-nd.tl.
L itage

nal bamboo structure
yer is conducted) of
'ga pratima (idol) at
re! before contin-
ha Yamuna for immer-
om  the day of

will be the same bullock cart
'which the club has used to ferry
the idol to the Yamuna's banks
since 1909," added Sen.

In addition, Sen has also con-
ceived and designed a tradi-
tional 90-ft long "Thakur
Dalan” (traditional enclosure
for idols) to be placed at the

"Not many in Delhi have wit-
nessed this unique corridor,
which can often be seen in films
featuring the Raj Baris (tradi-
tional Royal Palaces) of old
Kolkata,” said M.M Ghoshal,
Bengali Club.

“The overall art and

work is being executed by
members since May”
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u-,-sm often referred Lo us ‘Delhi Junction’
Nearest Metro Station: Ch
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DeVi TurnS 100 RO EH

Delhi’s oldest Durga puja has come a long way capital Of Indla by takmg a IOOk atits golden heritage berd e bpe bl &
from a quiet start in the heart of the Walled City : Wit o .

We celebrate hundred years of Delhi's coronation as the mm"‘ni“u '5;,:3-";@1

withstood e test of time.

Maidens Hotel, Civil Lines
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oxase bar opened du
s still functioning. I you wast: to
catch the megaficont and ch

Whenthe shop
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ion: Civil Lines

0id Delhi railway station
“This red-stone building, built
i the year 1900, was epened Lo
the public in 1903, Inicially, &
startod with two platforms, but
o s 19 platorms. And by tho e
0l Dt Railway statiom Vishwavidyslaya
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looking back Dipayan Mazumdar

How Delhi’s oldest Durga Puja
!Iﬂl slarted al Kashmere Gate

FINISHING TOUCHES AT THE
KASHMERE GATE PANDAL

| By Damayanti Datta |

or one hundred years, the devi and the asura Kolkata to flaunt their wealth. Slowly the community

have been battling it out under one roof. For one took over. In a strange coincidence, this year marks

hundred years, she has been decked up in milky Kolkata's first public Durga puja too.

white, created by three generations of the same “Delhi's first puja was kicked off by Parmananda memory lane...

For one hundred years, her devotees have Biswas, a Bengali Christian, who set the great tradition AWAY PR amour

o mm Do

up mouthwatering gourmet bhog. For one of a puja for all communities,” says Deepayan

years, the LM.H Press has sold books to Majumdar, vice-president of the Delhi Durga Puja

anyone who cared to visit the spot; and for one hundred Samiti, Kashmere Gate. In 1926, the samiti procured

years, a bullock cart has lugged her to the Yamuna after  the first pratima (idol) in Delhi; 1950 sounded out the

five festive days and nights. first drum roll of the dhak; and in 1970, former prime
The devi has turned 100 in the heart of Mughal minister, Indira Gandhi, set it off.

Delhi, surrounded by rubble-built walls, labyrinthine Meantime, the master artists are adding final

lanes and arched gates. History and tradition have touches and steadying up their nerves for the dramatic

to the idol: chakshudan cere-
while drummers go

will showcase the T st Deh oy e 1 Ascuipto adds ishing touchs o Ma Durga t the 208
5 & L oo S o o e oo

joined hands with prayer and piety at the Kashmere, moment of “restoring |
Gate Durga puja—the oldest in Delhi—to reach a mony, or painting the devi’s
quiet signpost this year. wild with drum fills. Svptnmhv
“The history of worshipping the devi dates back to & 1_/ngnufa centenary special. Babu Mian’s son is
the Mughal era,” says Kolkata-based journalist i r's shoes on that day.
Sudeshna Banerjee, who has authored Durga Puj been ng up his famous biryani at the
celebrating the goddess then and now. By the mid-18th 1b stall for the last 50 years. His son will
century, it had become an occasion for the babus of serve the same lip-smacking recipe at the same spot. ®

he 1o cele- such arge b
o St hence sl the ol
e wre L

n St
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